Phonics Decoding / Encoding the “–tion” Suffix:  Lesson 1
Content Objectives:

1) All students will be able to decode “-tion” endings accurately 80 percent of the time when reading.

2) All students will be able both to find and to decode five “-tion” words with 80 percent accuracy. 

Adult Basic Education Frameworks Connections:

1) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 3, students must learn to recognize and sound out complicated letter combinations. This lesson plan will focus on decoding words with the suffix “-tion.”

2) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 3, students should be able to use increased decoding skills to learn complex words. This lesson will introduce students to complex words for vocabulary and decoding. 

3) The Frameworks for Oral Communications LS: 3 states that students will follow simple oral directions. This lesson gives students the opportunity to practice their following directions skills. 

Past knowledge that students will need to learn the new material: 

· Students will have learned the definition of base words and suffixes in prior mini-lessons. 

· Students will have had extensive practice identifying and separating base words from other suffixes. 

Introduction: 

Students who are beginning and emerging readers need ample opportunities to practice decoding skills. Learning suffixes adds numerous words to their lexicon and enables them to approach new reading words with greater ease. This lesson will introduce students to the suffix “-tion.” This lesson correlates with a Wilson lesson in which suffixes are discussed in greater depth. This particular lesson includes short, interesting poems and gives students a purpose for reading: to find all the words ending in /–tion/ that the author used to describe interactions between people. 

Population: 

Adult learners who read at basic reading levels (2-5 GLE)

Materials: 

· “Ations” by Shel Silverstein

· Magnetic whiteboard

· Highlighters

· Wilson sound magnets

· Newspapers or copies of News For You
· Glue

Procedure: 

1) Explain that today we are going to work with a new suffix. Learning how to pronounce this suffix will help students to decode long words with this ending. Ask students to recall what a suffix is. 

2) Place the /-tion/ sound magnet on the magnetic whiteboard. Pronounce it. Ask students to repeat the suffix. 

3) Explain that this ending is often seen with the letter /a/ before it. Add the /a/ magnet in front of /-tion/ and then sound this new ending out. Place emphasis on the /a/. Ask students to repeat this sound and place emphasis on the /a/.

4) Ask students to try using this suffix with some words they already know. Write the word /consider/ with the sound magnets. “What is this word?” Students answer: consider. Add /–ation/ to the word and ask what the new word is. Students answer: consideration. Explain that by blending the base word /consider/ and the suffix /-ation/ you can come up with consideration. 

5) Try another example. Write the word /expect/ on the board with sound magnets. Then ask, “Can someone tell me what word I have on the board?” Students answer: /expect/. Ask what happens when we add the /-ation/ suffix to it (writes the suffix on the board). Students respond “expectation.” Ask students how they put the word together. Students respond that they blended the base word with a suffix. Ask students to read the word by breaking it into syllables. 

6) Repeat the word, this time exaggerating the different syllables (almost in a song or rhythmic way). Have students repeat. 

7) The teacher then writes the word /civilize/ on the board and asks someone to read the word on the board. A student responds: /civilize/. Again, the teacher asks what would happen if we added the suffix /-ation/ to the word (the teacher does not write it on the board). The teacher asks what the new word says and students respond /civilization/. 

8) Ask a volunteer to read the poem “Ations” aloud. Ask students to pay attention to all the words the poet uses to describe the types of interactions people have with each other.

9) Then have students read the poem aloud all together for a choral reading. Guide students in reading the /-ation/ words in a song or rhythmic way. 

10) Ask the students to look back in the poem to find all the words with the suffix. Write the words on the board as the students call them out. 

11) Explain that students are going to work in pairs for a scavenger hunt. Each group is going to have a copy of a newspaper and their job is to find and decode as many /-tion/ words as they can find. Students must find the words, cut them out of the newspaper, and then glue them on to a new piece of paper. 

12) Students are given about 5-7 minutes for this activity. Then, students spend a few more minutes with their partners to practice decoding the words. When they are ready to read the words aloud, the teams come to the front of the class to read and record on the board all of the words that they have found.  

Assessment: 

1) Were all of the students able to decode “-tion” endings accurately 80 percent of the time when reading the poem “-Ation?”
2) Were all of the students both able to find at least five words that ended with the /-tion/ suffix and read these words with 80 percent accuracy?
Phonics Decoding / Encoding the “–tion” Suffix:  Lesson 2

Content Objectives:

1) All students will be able to categorize words with the /-ation/ ending with 80 percent accuracy. 

Adult Basic Education Frameworks Connections:

1) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 3, students must learn to recognize and sound out complicated letter combinations. This lesson plan will focus on decoding words with the suffix “-ation.”

2) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 3, students should be able to use increased decoding skills to learn complex words. This lesson will introduce students to complex words for vocabulary and decoding. 

3) The Frameworks for Oral Communications LS: 3 states that students will follow simple oral directions. This lesson gives students the opportunity to practice their following directions skills. 

Materials: 

· Highlighters

· Lined paper

· Whiteboard and markers 

· 30 large word cards with /-ation/ suffixes (ie. frustration, illustration) 

· Tape

· Study-Ation Poem

1) Review what was discussed about the –tion suffix in the previous class. 

2) Explain that the focus in the previous class was on reading, or decoding, words with the /-tion/ ending. In this class, students will learn the different ways in which this ending can be added to a word. 

3) Ask students to air write the /-tion/ suffix ending with large motions. Students can then make smaller motions by writing the suffix on their legs or desks. 

4) Explain that for many words in which the long /a/ sound is heard before the /-tion/ suffix, the letter /a/ needs to be added to the baseword because it is not otherwise part of the baseword. Write and explain this concept with the words /consider/ and /consideration/.

5) Have students air write this new ending with large motions. 

6) Explain that there are two other ways that writers can add a suffix when they hear /-ation/ at the end of a word. Write /civilization/ next to /civilize/. Say, “Let’s look at this new word. When I wrote the word /civilization/, I dropped a letter. Which letter did I drop?” Students respond: /e/. Explain that the /e/ in a word is dropped when any suffix that begins with a vowel is added. 

7) Write the word /communicate/ on the board. Ask, “What word do I have on the board?” Students answer: /communicate/. Then ask what happens when the suffix /–ation/ is added to this word. Students answer: /communication/. Write the word /communication/ on the board to the right of the word /communicate/. Explain that since the word already has /-at/, the only letters that are added are /-ion/. 

8) Explain that the suffix has been added to a base word. Ask students to look at the words on the board and find the base words. 

9) Explain that students now know three different ways that the suffix can be added to base words. Say, “Now let’s look at these words and see if we can separate these words in three categories. We will separate them by words in which the entire suffix /-ation/ is added to the base word, like the word /consideration/. Our second category will be words that are created by dropping the /e/ and adding the suffix /-ation/, as in the word /civilization/. And finally, we will find words whose suffixes are added by dropping the /e/ and adding only /ion/ like the word /communication/.” 

10) Divide the board into three columns and write the words /consider/ and /consideration/ in the left column, /civilize/ and /civilization/ in the middle column, and /communicate/ and /communication/ in the right hand column. 

11) Pass out the large word cards to students. Students are asked to volunteer one at a time to come to the board and tape their word card under the right category. 

12) Then, guide the students in a review with the following question: “When do we simply add the suffix /-ation/?” “Why do we drop the /e/ in base words before adding this suffix?” “When do we drop the /e/ and add only /ion/?” 

13) Pass out “Study-ation” and explains that students are going to work with partners to identify all the words that end with the suffix /-ation/.  Students will work in pairs to search, highlight, and record on a separate piece of paper all words with the /–ation/ ending. They will then practice reading the poem. The teacher will go around the classroom and ask the students to read the poem aloud in pairs (choral reading) after they have practiced with their partners.

Assessment: 

1) Were the students able to sort words with the /-ation/ endings with 80 percent accuracy?

Study-ation
By Lauren Capotosto

My job as student is full of –ations,

It takes hard work and dedication.

I begin my day with computation

and shoot for perfect calculation,

then work my way to pronunciation,

to build on my word foundation.

At one I begin my writing creation

and hope to meet it without frustration.

As my teacher prepares my evaluation,

I long for a positive recommendation,

And hope that it is an indication

That I have met her expectation.

Phonics Decoding / Encoding the “–tion” Suffix:  Lesson 3
Content Objectives:

1) All students will be able to encode words with the “-tion” suffix with 80 percent accuracy. 

2) All students will be able to distinguish between adding “-tion” and “-ation” with 80 percent accuracy. 

Adult Basic Education Frameworks Connections:

1) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 3, students must learn to recognize and sound out complicated letter combinations. This lesson plan will focus on decoding words with the suffix “-ation.”

2) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 3, students should be able to use increased decoding skills to learn complex words. This lesson will introduce students to complex words for vocabulary and decoding. 
3) The Frameworks for Oral Communications LS: 3 states that students will follow simple oral directions. This lesson gives students the opportunity to practice their following directions skills. 

Materials: 

· Wilson gel pens and gel pads

· Cookie tray with magnet letters or Wilson sound cards for each student 

· Two envelopes of base word flashcards

· Two envelopes of suffix flashcards
Procedure: 

1) Review what students learned about the /-tion/ and /-ation/ ending in the previous two classes. 

2) Explain that students will work in pairs and independently today to practice what they have learned. First, students will work in pairs to create new words with /–ation/ ending. 

3) Pass out an envelope of small white flashcards with base words to each student. These flashcards include words to which the entire suffix can be added, those to which the /e/ in the base word must be dropped before the suffix is added, and those to which the /e/ in the base words must be dropped and then only the /-ion/ is added. 

4) Then pass out an envelope of orange flashcards with the endings /-ion/ and /-ation/. Give the following directions: “I am going to pass out two sets of envelopes. In the first envelope, you will find white flashcards with base words. In the second envelope, you will find orange envelopes with the endings /ion/ and /-ation/. I will also pass out a pair of scissors to each group. Your job is to build as many new words as you can by adding our new suffix. In some cases, you may only need to add the suffix /-ation/ to the word. For example, if you had the word /consider/, then you would find the suffix /-ation/ in your envelope and put the two word parts together to form the word /consideration/. This is what it would look like.” 

5) Model the activity for the students. Then say, “Now, if you had a word in which you needed to drop the /e/ before adding the new suffix, then you will have to cut the /e/ off of your word and then find the suffix /-ation/ in your envelope to create the word.” 

6) Model this action with the words /civilize/ and /civilization/. Then say, “Finally, remember that some words already have the letters /a/ and /t/. If that is the case, you will first need to cut off the letter /e/. Then, you will find the /-ion/ in your suffix envelope and add this ending to the word, like this.” 

7) Model with the words /communicate/ and /communication/. “When you have finished making all of your words, you will take a piece of lined paper, fold it the long way, and then write your base words on one side, and the new words with the /–ation/ ending on the other side.” Once they have built the new words, they will read the words to teacher. 

8) Dictate several basewords for students to write using magnet letters or sound cards. Then, have students add the appropriate /-tion/ ending to the word. For example, dictate the word /frustrate/ for students to write. Students will write this word using the magnets letters or sounds cards. Then, dictate the word /frustration/. Have students add the appropriate suffix to this word. Dictate the following words for students to spell using their sound cards or magnet letters: relax-relaxation, dilate-dilation, relate-relation.

9) Then guide the students in writing a group poem using words with the -ation ending. A sample topic might be a poem about positive relationships people have. Sample words that could appear in the poem are: invitation, admiration, conversation, and dedication. The teacher will point the students to Shel Silverstein’s poem and explain that we will model our poem after his. For example, the teacher could provide the first two lines: “If I have a party and want you to come, I give you an invitation.”

10) Work through this guided writing activity. Have volunteers come to the board each time a word with the /-tion/ or /-ation/ needs to be written. All other students will practice writing the words at their seat using the gel pad and gel pen. 

Assessment: 

Were the students able to encode words with the suffix with 80 percent accuracy?
Pitfalls and Solutions:  

Some students may have difficulty finding the base words of words ending in     /–ation/, especially if they are unfamiliar with the base word. If this is the case, the teacher will explain to the students that we are going to examine new words and use our decoding strategies to try to identify the base words. The teacher will walk students through the words that are largely unfamiliar and help students to apply the strategy of separating the suffix from the root word. The teacher will explain that we will go over in greater depth the meanings of the words in a later lesson about word meanings so that we can concentrate on the addition of suffixes in this lesson. 
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