Using Visualization as a Reading Strategy: Lesson 1

Content Objectives: 

1) All students will be able to describe the visualization strategy in a brief paragraph. 

2) All students will create and share at least one visual (either through writing, pictures, or conversation) they have created in their minds.

Adult Basic Education Frameworks Connections:
1) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for Language Arts LS: 4, students must learn to develop comprehension strategies. This particular lesson will give students the opportunity to practice the visualization strategy. 

2) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for Language Arts LS: 4, students must be able to read strategically. This lesson will build upon a student’s reading strategy toolbox. 
Introduction: 

Struggling readers often need concrete strategies to help them construct meaning from text. This particular lesson on visualization is designed specifically for adult literacy learners. The main objective is to teach visualization as a reading strategy. 
Population: 


Adult literacy learners 

Materials: 

· Copies of Phineas Gage chapter 1 

· Lined paper

· Construction paper and drawing supplies

Procedure: 

1) Introduce the visualization strategy by name and definition. Explain that this strategy can help readers to better understand and follow the events that take place in a story. Write the word “visualization” on the board. Compare visualization to creating a movie in one’s mind.

2) Model and explain the visualization strategy by using the first six pages of the book, Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science.

3) Stop reading after first complete paragraph on page 6. Ask students to either draw or explain the pictures that they have created in their minds based on the text. 

4) Show students illustrations / photos of what happened to Phineas (on pages 7, 61, 62). Compare student illustrations and descriptions to the pictures. How close are student illustrations to the photos? Ask students to account for similarities and differences.

5) Continue modeling and explaining the visualization strategy by reading aloud pages 6-10.

6) Read pages 15-22, but invite students to visualize and share pictures that they create in their minds. Ask students to share their mental pictures and then discuss different pictures they had. Discuss why some people may have different pictures than others and the acceptability of these differences. 

7) Ask students to journal about how they can use visualization when they are reading difficult texts. 

Assessment: 

· Did all of the students provide an accurate explanation of how to use the visualization strategy in their journals?

· Were all students able to create and share at least one visual while reading and listening to Phineas Gage?

Pitfalls and Solutions:  

· Three paragraphs may be too much for some students to comprehend at once while learning this new reading strategy. If this is the case, the teacher will stop, model, and explain visualization in a think aloud after few sentences or after each paragraph. If students are still confused about how to construct mental pictures from text, the teacher may draw mental images on the board. The teacher will share visualization orally, draw on the board, and then connect the oral telling with a drawing.  

Using Visualization as a Reading Strategy: Lesson 2

Content Objectives: 

1) All students will annotate their text in at least three places to denote that they have visualized a scene, character, or event.

Adult Basic Education Frameworks Connections:
1) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 4, students must learn to develop comprehension strategies. This particular lesson will give students the opportunity to practice the visualization strategy. 

2) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts LS: 4, students must be able to read strategically. This lesson will build upon a student’s reading strategy toolbox. 
Introduction: 

In the previous lesson, students learned the definition for visualization and practiced applying this strategy through guided whole group instruction. Students will work in pairs for this lesson. The purpose of this lesson is to help learners become more independent with visualizing information from texts.

Population: 


Adult literacy learners 

Materials: 

· Copies of “Looking for Love”

· Copies of “A Real Bargain”

· Copies of “Brats”

· Post-It Notes

Procedure: 

1) Review previous lesson on using visualization strategy.

2) Explain that the code for visualization is “v.” Tell students that they should mark texts with a post-it note marked with a “v” when they have created a picture in their head. Review that the purpose of marking texts with post-it notes is to monitor the reading process.

3) Distribute “Looking for Love” copies. 

4) Activate students’ prior knowledge about different ways to look for love. Then, read aloud the first two paragraphs and model and explain using the post-it notes to identify “visualized” passages.

5) Continue reading the text as a whole group. Ask students to mark the text when they have visualized a person, place, thing, or event.

6) Discuss reactions to the story. In addition, discuss how visualization may have aided in comprehension.

7) Explain that students are going to continue marking texts and visualizing in pairs. Pass out copies of “A Real Bargain.” Tell students that they are going to work in pairs to mark areas where they have created pictures in their heads.

8) Go around the room to provide guided assistance as needed and to informally assess student use of the visualization strategy.

9) Regroup as a whole class. Discuss visuals that groups created. Are the visuals similar? Different? Discuss.

10) Provide opportunity for independent practice. Distribute copies of “Brats.” First, activate student prior knowledge about brats and make any predictions about the text. Then, ask students to read the text independently and mark passages that they can visualize. 

11) Ask students to quick-sketch the part of the text that they can most clearly visualize. 

12) Have students work with one other partner to compare / contrast their visuals and to explain their quick-sketches.

Assessment: 

1) Did the students create at least one appropriate visual in the whole group activity? In pairs? Independently?

2) Did the students appropriately annotate the text with post-it notes to denote visualized areas in at least three different places?

 Using Visualization as a Reading Strategy:  Lesson 3
(Directing a Movie)
Content Objectives: 

1) All students will use the visualization strategy to create at least one image regarding a play’s events, setting, mood, plot, and characters.

Adult Basic Education Frameworks Connections:
1) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts Reading Strand 1.4e, students must be able to describe the events, setting, mood, plot, characters, and meaning of reading selections from works of fiction and drama. 

2) According to the Massachusetts Adult Basic Education Curriculum Frameworks for English Language Arts Reading Strand 3.3b, students must learn how to visualize while they read. This particular lesson provides students with the opportunity to practice the visualization strategy independently.
Introduction: 

This is the final lesson specifically dedicated to visualization as a reading strategy. This is the culminating lesson that challenges learners to apply what they know about visualizing to better understand characters, events, setting, mood, and plot.

Population: 


Adult literacy learners 

Required Background Knowledge: 

Students will have already studied and examined characters, events, setting, mood, and plot in previous lessons. This lesson provides students with the opportunity to revisit these textual elements while applying the visualization strategy. 
Materials: 

· Mother-and-Daughter 

· The Prisoner of Second Avenue

· Director Proposal Form

· Directing a Movie handout

Procedure: 

1) Explain that this is the last day specifically dedicated to using the visualization strategy, but that students will continue to use the strategy throughout the cycle. Encourage learners to also use this strategy when reading at home and in the workplace.

2) Review the purpose of visualization.

3) Review definitions of events, setting, mood, plot, and characters as a whole group. 
4) Explain that students are going to apply the visualization strategy so that they can create images of the events, setting, mood, plot, and characters. 
5) Pass out the Directing a Movie handout. Go over the handout as a whole group. Answer any questions. 
6) Explain that the class is going to direct the play Mother-and-Daughter together. Students will later apply the strategy independently with the play, The Prisoner of Second Avenue.
7) Read the play, and then complete the Director’s Proposal as a whole class. 
8) When the class has completed this exercise, remind them that they must demonstrate their ability to create visual images on their own by directing another play, The Prisoner of Second Avenue.  

9) Have students read this play in small groups. 
10) After reading the play, students will use the Director’s Proposal to describe the details of the work.  

11) After students have completed their proposal, they will work in small groups to compare, contrast, and explain their visuals. 

Assessment: 

1) Were all students able to use the visualization strategy to create at least one image regarding a play’s events, setting, mood, plot, and characters?
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