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Another great
year for College
for a Day!

Forthe & time, SABES West

held COLLEGE FORA DAY on

March 19, 2009. As usual, there
was a large, enthusiastic crowd of
teachers and students from Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties who
attended. This year, there were
over 150 students representing 15
programs.

Students listened to welcoming
remarks from Holyoke Community
College President Bill Messner andl
Michele Sedor of SABES. They
also heard from Elia Dreyfus, Co-
ordinator of the HCC Transitions ta
College and Careers Program whd
wa s foll owed by
note speaker, Sophie Chen.

Sophie, who went through the

A renewed emphasis on

professional standards

How am | doing as an ABE teacher? What are my strengths?
Which areas of my professional practice could use a boost?
How do | stack up against the six MA Professional Standards...

Understanding the Adult learner

Diversity and Equity

Instructional Design and teaching approaches
Learner assessment and evaluation
Facilitating the learning environment
Professional/continuing education?

ok wNE

Over the past few years programs and teachers have become more

versed in using the learning standards in the ABE Curriculum Frame-
works as a guide to crafting effective curriculum and lesson plans. In a
similar fashion the ABE professional standards help to define specific
competencies that teachers need in order to succeed with adult learners
in the classroom. In this context the standards can serve as a self assess-
nieft tos that ideatifie® aot dnlg strengths but also areas where more
training might be suggested in order to meet the classroom needs of the
ABE learner.

HCC Transitions program, will be During the next few months and i
graduating with honors from HCC | will be discussing with the field the most effective ways for incorporat-
this year and hopes to move on tofa ing the Massachusetts ABE Professional Standards into our practice.
four-year school. Shecametothij Toget her wedl |l explore how these
country without speaking any
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GED math and beyond

| n January, Tom Mechem, GED State Chief Examiner at the Department of Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation, came to HCC to talk about the connections between the GED exam and the Accuplacer exam. This
event, held by SABES West, was attended by over 30 western Massachusetts adult basic education practitio-
ners.

Tombs message was clear: we need to get more people
people fall down in doing so is on the math section. Therefore, teachers need to focus more on effective math
instruction. He also said that if ABE students are going to do well enough on the Accuplacer (the college
placement math test) to test out of developmental math or place into a higher level developmental math, then
more has to be done to prepare them. Tom showed the group math problems and demonstrated how they

woul d appear on each test. He showed his fAhit 1isto
notation, order of operations, triangles and angl es, 1
and tabl es. He also talked about the need to fAal gebr e
GED and Accuplacer tests. He ended by talking about the need for a unified GED/Accuplacer Curriculum.

For more information on math activities sponsored by
for All .0 Wedd | i ke to invite you to take part in the

the curriculum!

Come to algebra for All!

Please join SABES West for a workshop series that will be held in May on the topic of Algebra. ABE

students need strong foundations in algebraic thinking and practices to keep doors to the future open, though
research tells us that studentsd skills are weak. Yo
Algebra Encounter, no matter whether you see it as a helpful tool or a monstrous challenge, you will enjoy

these sessions!

e May 1: Algebra for All: Content
e May 8: Algebra for All: Instruction

(Attendance at both sessions is required and the time is from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Holyoke Community
College.)

e May 22: Teacher to Teacher: Algel§€a30 a.md 12 p.m. at Holyoke Community College.)
(You do not have to attend the earlier algebra workshops in order to attend this Teacher to Teacher session.)

For more information on these, please contact Michele at SABES. To register and for more information on
the workshops, please godabes.org.

College for a Day (Continued from page 1)

English and recently took a parti me j ob t hrough HCC6s Coop Program, 1in
tional to all!

Classes this year included: Merchants of Cool; Play to Learn: The Work of an Early Childhood Educator,
Il'talian Specialty Desserts, Writing: What Your Own |
day concluded with a lunch. We look forward to seeing some of the students who attended this event in the
hallways of HCC and other colleges in the years to come! (See photos, gaggs 8
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Massachusetts literacy champions 2009

SABES congratulate$! ARSHA GAUDETTE, Director of Adult Literacy Programs at Top Floor Learning Ing.
Pal mer , MA. For her award as a fdliteracy champ|{ono!

Marsha is an integral part of a strong, vibrant ABE program that is supported 100% by its students and the
business community. The strong, trusting community partnerships she has forged have enabled Top Flopr
Learning to become a satellite testing site for the GHEi2 only one in the state. For more information, visit

www.topfloorlearning. Org.

More details on this award presented by the Massachusetts Literacy Foundation can be found at
http://www.massliteracy.org. (There have been several Western Massachusetts recipients over the pastjyears.)

Program & staff devel opment flaci |
meeting

Twice a year SABES West convenes a meeting of the Program and Staff Development Facilitators

(P&SDF) to share ideas and activities that support the staff development needs of their organizations. Tjhis

meeting in June wil!/| focus on two components o|ff the P
with the programbés continuous i mprovement planning pr
ment reports currently available in SMARTT/Cognos.

Tuesday June 2, 200910:30 a.mi 1 p.m.

A light lunch will be provided to participants in recognition of the this important responsibility the Progfam
and Staff Develop Facilitators manage.

REEP recertification reminder!

Everyone who needs to recertify as a REEP Scorer should have received an Essay Packet by now. The
packets were mailed to program directors in March, instead of being mailed directly to practitioners. If ygu

havendét received your essay packet yet and youpre sur
director. You can photocopy a packet i f necespary.
check your | ast REEP certificate for the dAvalifd throu

sure if you need to recertify, please contact Dori McCormack at the SABES office.
There are now only six essays for you to score, instead of eight. You need to score five out of the six pssays

correctly in order to pass; 4 out of 6 correct will require remediation from SABES; 3 out 6 correct will requiire

you to attend a REEP training.
Please remember that the deadline to get your scores back to SABES is April 17. You can mail your gssay

scores to: Dori McCormack, c/o SABES, Holyoke Community College, 303 Homestead Avenue, Holyokg,
MA 01040 or fax them to 42852-2067. You will hear from SABES by May 15 as to how you did.

www.sabes.org Page 3
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DL week recap

By all accounts Distance Learning Week was a smashing success. In an effort to plunge feet first into the

pitfalls and possibilities of professional development via distance learning (DL), the SABES Techs and over
80 ABE practitioners from around the state, submerged them
selves in one or more of the five events offered via phone ang
internet. Two events were asynchronous, meaning they coul
taken at any time, and three events were synchronous, involy
live communication (oneor two-way). Topics covered were:

Some of the websites visited:

www.Photoshop.com
www.Buzzword.com
www.Voicethread.com
www.Weebly.com
www.Flowgram.com
www.Usalearns.com
www.Adesl.org

www. Teachertrainingvideos.com
aacaboston.org/caw/

e Graphics 1010 using Photoshop.Com, Buzzword and
VoiceThread

e Great ESOL Websites

¢ Emerging Technologies Online Course

e Here Today...Gone Tomorrow(a webinar on Learner Per-
sistance)

e Web 2.0 Resources for ABE

More description and links to the above workshop materials

be found at the following web address: More can be found at
www.sabes.org/technology/

workshops
(Look under DL Week.)

0O 00 0O 0 0O 0O 0O o 0o

http://www.sabes.org/technology/news.htm

Just a reminder that whenever new things are posted on thg
SABES.org/technology pages or if there is some new technology
initiative or event, you can read about ihép://www.sabes.org/technology/news.htm

sabes.org/technology redesign

The section of the SABES website devoted to supporting MA ABE professionals use and integration of
technology-- www.sabes.org/technology has undergone a redesign. Hopefully it will now be easier to find
Resources, Tips and Tricks, Links, and Workshop materials. Some of the links are more well developed than
others but we now have vessel to add content. In the meantime, please peruse, and let us know what you
think.

A renewed emphasis on professional standards
(Continued from pag#)

inform an individual professional development plan, how program directors can use them to inform their
programbs annual continuous i mprovement plan, and how
standards and purposefully identify workshops that address the specific standards that a teacher wants to

strengthen.

The full set of Massachusetts Professional Standards for ABE teachers can be found at http://
www.doe.mass.edu/acls/pd/

www.sabes.org Page 4
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How To find stuff in Cognos

Whereas a bathroom scale requires just the effort of standing on it, Cognos requires multiple steps a

training to access the sometimes startling numbers that lie therein. Whereas that simple effort of hoisting
bodies up on the scale sometimes seems Herculean, the extra steps required to
access that Cognos data can seletméiwsendlté oh
done.Luckily, SABES has created a number of word documents, pdfs, and small

movies, available dtttp://www.sabes.org/smartt that are designed to help us-

ers see these numbers. In the Cogdrips'n'Tricks sectionee:

forget

e How to Get A Snapshot of Your Goals Performances
e Attendance Cube

e Creating a Chart from an Attendance View

e How to Print as PDF

¢ How to Change Property Settings

e Adhoc Reports

Al so on that page, in the SMARTT AaTips '"n T¥ric
a small pdf that helps you find all of the SABES and-8#BES staff development events participated in by
staff member.

SABES wi |l | be offering

from Cognos and SMARTT to support Continuous Improvement. Look for it on April 13, 2009. Also, look
the Cognos training on Performance Standards in July.

fiContinuous | mprovement|:

our

about

ks sect

Usi ng
for

MSOffice
2007 is as

Umm,..don't
you need
another

finger?

Hey, don't
sweat it, Doc;
you explained it
perfectly!

| made the above cartoon usiki@keBeliefsComix.com Check it out! It actuallyasas easy as 1, 2, 3! Now

you and your students can become cartoonists too. At that website you will find story ideas and writing g

that could be used in the classroom. Give me a call if you have any questions.

Charlie Herbert

rompts

www.sabes.org
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College for A Day, 2009
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