Proprietary Schools

Proprietary schools are privately owned and operated post-secondary schools organized as either a non-profit or a profit-making venture primarily to teach vocational skills. 

Consumer Assistance 

· From the U.S. DOE, Thinking About Going To A Career College Or Technical School? 

www.ed.gov/students/prep/college/consumerinfo/index.html
· What do I need to know about getting loans to pay for my education? 

www.doe.mass.edu/ops/students/loans.html
· The Student Guide to Federal Financial Aid 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/student_guide/index.html
· Office of Inspector General Alerts 

www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oig/misused/index.html
· U.S. DOE Office of Postsecondary Education 

www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/index.html
· Student's Guide to Transfer Credit 

     www.acics.org/accredited/documents/StudentsGuide.doc.

School Accreditations and Accrediting Agencies
Private occupational schools licensed or registered by the Department of Education may only advertise accreditations from agencies approved by the U.S. Department of Education. For a listing of U.S. DOE approved accrediting agencies, please visit the Office of Postsecondary Education's (OPE) website:  http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/ 
Please note that when looking up a school or an accrediting agency on OPE's website, you must use the exact name.
Useful Links for Students

· U.S. DOE Link to Closed Schools http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/closedschool.jsp?tab=attending
· U.S. DOE Link to Procedures for Requesting a Discharge of Your Federal Student Loans http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/discharges.jsp?tab=repaying   
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