Types of College Placement Tests

COMPUTERIZED TEST

The benefits of taking a computerized test:
· There are fewer questions. 

· The questions match your ability. For example: if you answer a question incorrectly, the next question will not be harder. 

· It is not timed. You can take as much time as you need. 

· You receive your scores immediately. 

The problems with taking a computerized test:
· You cannot check your answers after you have finished the test. 

· Reading a computer screen can be difficult for some people. 

· For the math section, you have to work out the problem on scrap paper and then input the correct answer in the computer. 

· The computer mouse can be difficult to use if you are new to computers. 

PAPER/PENCIL TEST 
The benefits of taking a paper/pencil test: 
· You can check your answers when you are done. 

· You do not need to know how to use a computer to take it. 

· You can work out the problems right in the test booklet. 

The problems with taking a paper/pencil test:
· The test is timed. For example, you may have to complete 25 questions within 35 minutes. 

· The difficulty of the question will not adjust for your ability. In a paper test, the questions tend to get harder. 

You may not receive your scores for a few days or weeks.

Types of College Placement • Section IV: Career Planning Skills, Lesson 13 • Page 1

