What Are My Options?

Proprietary Schools (Technical Schools, Trade Schools, and Institutes)

· Offer training programs for specific careers, such as medical assisting, auto mechanics, beauty, culinary arts, and others.

· In general, these are short-term programs that last 3 to 18 months.

· When you complete one of these training programs, you receive a certificate or diploma in the career field. You do not receive a college degree.

Why you might consider this option: If you know the career field you want to enter, or your life circumstances would make it difficult to invest more time and money in longer-term education at this time.
Two-year Community Colleges

· Offer career certificates and Associate’s degrees and prepare you for certain careers or to enroll in a four-year college or university.

· In general, to apply to a two-year college, you only have to submit an application, the application fee, and proof that you have a high school diploma or G.E.D. Sometimes there are exceptions to this. One example is nursing where you are required to have a criminal background check before being accepted. 

Why you might consider this option: If your chosen career requires an Associate’s degree or you want more time to prepare for entering a four-year college.
Four-year Colleges and Universities
· Offer a Bachelor’s degree and prepare students for a variety of professional careers.

· Required by most new jobs in the current economy and in the future.

· Provide opportunities to explore new subjects and career options, and also to develop broad learning and transferable skills such as critical thinking, communication, research, and writing.

Why you might consider this option: If your long-term career goal requires a Bachelor’s degree and you are ready for that type of long-term challenge. 
Adapted from “Get Ready for College,” a workbook from TERI College Access.
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