Additional Information on Placement Testing

If English is your second language:

Important: Be sure to ask at the college which test they use if you want to get a degree. Some schools use one test for people who want to take ESL courses at the college that don’t count towards a degree and use a different test for people who want to take college courses to get a degree. 

COMPASS/ESL

This tests grammar/usage, reading, and listening. It is used to place you in the correct course level, either developmental (ESL) or college level. You take it on a computer. You may have to pay to take the test. Ask at the college for more information. For more information, visit the ACT website:

http://www.act.org/esl/index.html
This ACT website has some practice questions: 

http://www.act.org/esl/sample.html
ACCUPLACER/ESL

This is another test to place you in the correct college course. (It used to be called LOEP.) It covers sentence meaning, language use, reading skills, listening, and writing. It is a computer test. Ask at the college if you have to pay to take this test and if you can take it more than once. For more information about the test and the type of questions on it, visit the College Board website:

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/accuplacer/accuplacer-esl-tests.html
Here are some websites to help you prepare:

Minneapolis Community and Technical College:

http://www.minneapolis.edu/documents/students/samplequestions_esl.pdf
(To access this, you need the free Adobe Acrobat Reader software. If you can’t open this document, visit the Adobe website to get the software: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html )

Test Preview:

http://www.testprepreview.com/accuplacer_practice.htm
Scroll down to the Self-Assessment Modules and take the following tests: 

· Basic grammar

· Intermediate grammar

· Advanced grammar, nouns, basic reading comprehension, reading for the main idea, reading vocabulary, sentence correction, sentence flow, usage tests 1-3, verbs, writing sections 1-2.

Bunker Hill Community College:

http://www.bhcc.mass.edu/inside/687
TOEFL - Test of English as a Foreign Language

This test is to see if you can use and understand English at the college level. You have to pay to take the test. If it’s difficult for you to pay, ask if you are eligible for the fee waiver. Depending on where you take the test, it may be on a computer or on paper. Visit the Educational Testing Service site for more information, including tips, information for people with disabilities, how to register for the test, and more:

http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.1488512ecfd5b8849a77b13bc3921509/?vgnextoid=f138af5e44df4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD&vgnextchannel=b5f5197a484f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
Here are some websites with suggestions and practice:

4Tests.com

http://www.4tests.com/exams/examdetail.asp?eid=57
TOEFL Zone

http://www.toefl-zone.com/Preparation.html
About.com

http://esl.about.com/cs/toefl/a/a_toefl.htm
Your local library also has materials to prepare.

There are face-to-face and online courses for a fee. You can search online or look in your phone book to find them.
TSE - Test of Spoken English
You may have to take this test if you are a graduate student who is going to be a teacher assistant. Some institutions no longer require it because the TOEFL now includes a test for speaking. For more information, visit the Educational Testing Service website: 

http://www.ets.org/portal/site/ets/menuitem.fab2360b1645a1de9b3a0779f1751509/?vgnextoid=b5d7d898c84f4010VgnVCM10000022f95190RCRD
CELSA - Combined English Language Skills Assessment

This is another placement test for ESL students. It tests understanding of meaning in context and grammar. It can be a computer or paper and pencil test. You may have to pay a fee to take it or it may be free. For more information, visit the Assessment Testing website:

http://www.assessment-testing.com/cfaqs.htm
Here are some websites that can help you prepare:

Hancock College:

http://www.hancockcollege.edu/Default.asp?Page=74
Houston Community College: http://www.hccs.edu/hcc/System%20Home/Departments/Admissions_and_Registration/Testing/Celsa_Sample_Questions.pdf
El Paso Community College:

http://www.epcc.edu/Portals/90/CELSA%20Info%20Web%20May%207%202007.pdf
(To access these last two documents, you need the free Adobe Acrobat Reader software. If you can’t open this document, visit the Adobe website to get the software: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html )

CLEP - College Level Examination Program

You can take the CLEP to show you know undergraduate-level material in particular subject areas, including languages. If your scores are high enough, you may not have to take introductory classes. This can save you time and money! Ask the college if they accept CLEP and if they give CLEP tests there. You have to pay to take the test—ask at the college to find out how much. Visit the College Board website for more information:

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/clep/about.html
Additional Information on Placement Testing • Section IV: Career Planning Skills, Lesson 13 • Page 1

