Reading Guide for “Jesusita Novarro”

Name: _____________________________________
 Date: ________________________________

1.  What is the first thing that Jesusita does in the morning?

2.  What does she do in the afternoon?

3.  One of Jesusita’s goals is to:


a. lose weight


b. wear fancy earrings

c. get off welfare

4.  The head of the settlement house wants Jesusita to:


a. take a social worker’s job

b. go to the hospital

   
c. stay on welfare

5.  Jesusita says, “Why do they say it’s charity?”

     Charity is:

      
a. getting paid for work


b. getting something for nothing


c. hard work

6.  How does Jesusita get treated at the hospital?

7.  Jesusita


a. has a paid job


b. is a mother on welfare


c. has a husband with a paid job

8.  Jesusita used to think that she wasn’t “really good for anything.” What made her change her mind?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

9.  “There are mothers that work eleven, twelve hours a day. We get up at night, a baby vomits, you have to be calling a doctor, you have to be changing the baby. When do you get a break, really?  You don’t. This is an all-around job, day and night. Why do they say it’s charity? We’re not working for our money? I am working for this check. It is not charity.”

Do you agree with this statement?  Explain why or why not.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

10.  Describe some of the things that you do that you don’t get paid for.

       ____________________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________________

11.  Jesusita says, “I’m hungry for knowledge. I want to do something. I’m searching for something. 

       I don’t know what it is.”

       Finish the sentences with your own words:

I’m hungry for ________________________________________________________________

  I’m searching for ______________________________________________________________
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