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Top 8 STOP & CHECKS for ELA
*Customize any of the following formative assessment activities to focus on perspectives, knowledge, and/or skills related to ELA teaching and learning. 
1. Quick Reactions
Ask the class if they understand a concept. If they think they get it, thumbs up. If they are not sure, thumbs middle. If they don't get it, thumbs down.
When in either Zoom or Google Meets, ask students to use an emoji that represents how well they think they understand what you’ve just covered. You can also use it to get an idea of how students are feeling. Or just have them write one word that describes how they feel.
2. Turn and Talk
Can be used with any question or prompt. After you have explained and/or students have practiced a skill, ask for applications, summaries, 3-2-1 (see below), or a very specific question about content. The pairs then report to the group.
3. 3-2-1 
Students reply to the following:
· 3 things I learned today
· 2 things I found interesting
· 1 question I still have
4. Two Roses and a Thorn
A quicker and shorter version of 3-2-1, students name 2 things they learned in a lesson and 1 thing they have a question about.
5. Muddiest Point
Students write what they think the “muddiest” (as opposed to “clearest”) point from the day’s lesson is. Variations might include “What (if anything) do you find unclear about today’s lesson?” or “What might one of your classmates be unclear about from today’s lesson? Can you clear it up?”
6. Quick Writes
Give students a large sticky note or an index card (or regular paper) and allow 2-3 minutes for them to respond to a prompt. The prompt should pose a question, ask for a summary, list the steps to a process you just covered, and/or require the use of specific vocabulary to wrap-up the topic under study. You can make this a video or audio and call them Talk Abouts.
7. Metacognitive Reflection
At the end of a class or assignment, students jot down answers to these questions:
· What did we do? 
· Why did we do it? 
· What did I learn? 
· How can I apply it? 
· What questions do I still have about it? 
8. Exit Tickets
Students respond to a few simple questions or complete a task that checks understanding of the lesson. They hand in their work to you as they leave class. 
· Examples of Exit Tickets
· Use a specific vocabulary word in a sentence.
· Write 5 words that have the -an pattern in them.
· Punctuate this sentence correctly: [Insert sentence]
· Which words need to be capitalized in this sentence? Why?
· How can you combine these 2 sentences into one?
· What is the setting in this paragraph?
NOTE: Most of the activities on this handout can be turned into EXIT TICKETS!
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