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Sometimes we develop a curriculum and it kind of goes on a shelf,
so if a new teacher comes in, we can say, oh, by the way,
the curriculum for your class is over there in the cabinet.
So it's old, it's not to say that it isn't valuable,
but with STAR, it's evolving all the time
because, again, of Maura and Christina's dedication to developing high interest,
very readable material.
I could see what it was doing for our students.
-What I like the most is the two teacher to have like,
who reading the program, who have explaining,
who have more question if we don't know how to ask the question,
so they really have two to answer the question and help us vocabulary,
what meaning, what we don't understand.
-People are different.
Sometimes you feel today is your good day,
you have a good school.
And the other day, sometimes you maybe forget something
or you maybe feel like this word.
But she always told me, she said, "Don't stress out.
That's how you learn it."
You can graduate anytime, but as long as you understand
how the first step and second step and the third step.
Make sure you understand.
Make sure you really get it.
Maybe it's the light bulb turning on for them that,
gee, now, I have a better understanding.
I know how to attack a word and figure out what it might mean.
I can look for context clues.
The wonderful thing about the STAR program is that we have many students
that begin in STAR, but as they make progress,
the teachers can get together.
We can look at their MAP scores and we can move them,
so they can move from one subgroup within the STAR group up higher to another
and we've had many students that move from our STAR group
up to a higher-level reading class.
So, even though that they might be placed in a group at the beginning of the year,
doesn't mean that they're stuck through all year long.
So, for example, a student might place into a very low vocabulary group in September,
but by, you know, December, they might be making leaps and bounds
and be ready to be moved into a much higher level group
and that can happen with STAR
and it can happen at any time and that's what's wonderful.
STAR really meets the needs of the students,
and we can make those changes at any point.
-My husband and I, we're kind of a little bit different.
I kind of better speaking, a little bit better,
I mean, I kind of.
But my husband, he's better reading and writing.
He's a lot better than me with writing,
and I think because he's from already a four-year college,
different country, but this time he found out himself
that he got better fluency in writing.
The trick with STAR is that you want to have the students challenged.
You don't want the material or the work that they're doing to be too easy.
You don't want it to be too hard.
It can be challenging,
and that keeps their interest up and makes it sustainable.
-First time when I come here, I just learning for the second language,
and up to that, I will try to get with the high set or TAD
because I just want to improve myself that I can start from the first step,
and go to the second step, or 3rd step, yeah.
That's why when you start to learning, they will let you take a test first
and which skills are fit for you.
That's where we got,
so they put you in that class and with the teacher.
Maura: You know, we teach STAR, honestly, because it was mandated by the state.
We were told that we had to do this
and we went to the trainings and we realized how wonderful it was.
Tons of work, lots of time, lots of effort in writing curriculum,
but ultimately, we love writing the curriculum
and love coming up with new material
because we see how our students react to it,
that they become invested.
They absolutely love the topics.
They have lots of questions, and they're learning content,
but on the same hand as learning content,
they're improving their reading skills,
and they're moving from one group to the next,
and eventually, they're not with us in STAR anymore,
which is a great thing.
I just have to say, again, that you know,
I was a skeptic.
I really thought that this was just another initiative,
another thing that we had to kind of check the box that we were doing.
However, it really has been a phenomenal program
that we've seen that it works.
It works in so many ways, but in one huge way has been with attendance.
Our best attendance is in the STAR class.
These students want to come,
and because we've shaped it around these high interest thematic units,
the students know that if they miss one week,
or if they miss a couple of days,
they've missed quite a bit and they don't want to miss a thing.
So, it's really kind of nice.
They want to be there, and we love that.
We love that.
That's what we're there for.
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