My name is Brooke Machado and I work for Boston Public Schools Department of Adult Education. I teach classes in the ABE program, including STAR reading and ADP history.
The Civics Lesson Context
Today's lesson was a civics lesson that was actually adapted from the Teaching Skills That Matter toolkit. The civics lesson is important because it helps students with being able to sort of engage as citizens and equip them with the skills and the knowledge that they need to participate in their communities, and in their families, in their workplace.
It's a contextualized lesson, meaning we're working on reading and writing and speaking and listening skills, but it's embedded in the context of a certain topic. So in this case, it was the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights.
Assessment Strategies
I'm assessing the students throughout the whole lesson, and that comes from just pre-assessing some of their knowledge from the warm-up, like, you know, what can you say on this topic, to when we're looking at vocabulary and I'm just having them self-declare. These are some words that I feel comfortable with and these are some words that I'm not sure of. So, just sort of as a gauge and to test the waters and also to just let students know: it's okay not to know everything.
So as we get into the work, I'm always listening to their responses and prompting them to tell me their ideas and then explain how they got to them. So I'm sort of taking mental notes the whole time about, like, who's with me, who's struggling, who needs more support to be able to engage right now. I'm also giving the students feedback sort of during the lesson to let them know that they're on the right track.
And then lastly, you know, giving them a four-question multiple-choice, very low-stakes quiz in a sense. I can look at that and know what do I have to go over again with these students or what is clear and we're ready to build onto it.
Encouraging Student Engagement
First of all, I have to make sure that the students feel comfortable and that they feel like they have something to offer. So to do that, sort of every day, we have to make time to check in and even just get warmed up to the topic that we are talking about, because if you just come at the class just cold and dive right into the text, I feel like you'd get a little hesitance from the students.
And then take moments to compare what... what we believed and what the knowledge that we brought to the lesson and then see how in many cases, like today's lesson, they knew all of the rights that were in the First Amendment without being able to say, "This is the First Amendment to the Constitution."
The Power of Tech Tools
The technological tools that I used in today's lesson really helped and aided, I think, my instruction.
· Using Jamboard: It's just a great visual space to gather people's ideas and to prompt students. Typically I'd always use like the whiteboard in the classroom. I think my students would prefer the Jamboard because the whiteboard would get littered with like my disorganized and messy handwriting. But doing it with these tools, everything can be clear and visual. Students can enlarge it or move it around as they see fit.
· Using Tech tools like Padlet: It's a great place for everybody to be able to be able to drop in what their thoughts are, what their opinions are on a topic. In many ways, I prefer it to how I used to engage students in those types of questions because to ask them the question, "Why is this freedom important?" naturally there's always people that will be very vocal and then those that will be more reserved. If we were just doing that in conversation, you'd have people like naturally just kind of withdraw themselves. But using a tool like Padlet and setting the expectation, "Everyone's writing one comment," I feel like I get better engagement when it comes to moments like that in class.
· And then lastly, a Tech Tool like Google Forms is a lifesaver because, you know, I used to just print out all these things on paper. I was a paper passer and a paper collector, and carrying the papers home with me to be able to check in on my students and know what did they learn today? What do they remember? What did they get out of the lesson? But using like a comprehension check on Google Forms, it sends it to the students quickly, easily. I'm able to look at the data afterwards. It really enhances my instruction, and I think the students in many ways prefer using some of those tech tools there, too, you know, to sort of the old-fashioned or more traditional ways we've done that.
Lessons from Remote Learning
As a result of remote learning, I essentialize things more. I know my time is limited with my students and that they're... they're coming to me from their own homes that have their own distractions. And I have to think about:
1. What is the most important information that I have to deliver to them today?
2. What is the most efficient way for me to get that information to them?
3. And then how can I check on their learning?
So as a result of this experience teaching remotely for the past 15 months, I think going forward, I'm going to keep that mindset. Our time together is precious. Prioritize what's most important, and then more than anything, making time for just connections and relationships and making sure that everybody's okay, that you know, if you're with me, have your basic needs been... been met today. Giving students an option to just say anything they want to at the beginning of class. I think that what we lived through together, the challenges that we all faced going back to in-person teaching, I'll be certainly sort of making a space for that in every class.
